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Digital Humanities : Methodological Commons

• A space for multi-discipline conversation + 
intellectual engagement + collaborative research

– methodological experimentation and innovation
– process more important than techniques, tools, products

• A space where the principal question is ‘how?’ 
– ‘what?’ is the question for the ‘home’ domains
– ‘why?’ is a question of concern to everyone



Digital Humanities : Opportunities/Responsibilities

• New/changing technologies & methods
– knowledge management: data mining, ontologies, semantics
– linguistics; social networking
– geo-spatial representations
– visualisation - descriptive & analytical; virtual worlds

• Expanding scale of evidence
• New frameworks for collaboration
• New dynamics of language, community & culture
• New social constructs/relationships; new structures
• New modes of cultural expression
• Evidence of value; Sustainability



Institutional Digital Humanities -1

• Associations
– Alliance of Digital Humanities Organisations (ADHO) : 

www.digitalhumanities.org : umbrella/framework to promote 
collaborative work of ‘constituent organisations’

– Association for Literary and Linguistic Computing (ALLC) : 
www.allc.org (also ACH and SDH-SEMI)

• Annual international conference
– Digital Humanities 2010 : King’s College London : 

Conference theme: Cultural expression old and new
– DH2011 : Stanford University 19-22 June 2011

http://www.digitalhumanities.org�
http://www.allc.org�


Institutional Digital Humanities - 2
• Publications / dissemination
– LLC: Journal of Digital Scholarship in the Humanities (OUP)
– Digital Humanities Quarterly (peer-reviewed & online)
– Digital Studies / Le champ numérique

– Online seminar : Humanist
– Portals : www.arts-humanities.net; www.digitalhumanities.org

– Print series : University of Illinois Press; Ashgate
– Digital Research in the Arts and Humanities : 8 of first 9 volumes now 

published : www.ashgate.com/digitalresearch
– Topics in the Digital Humanities : first volume published : 

www.press.uillinois.edu/books/series/TDH.html

http://www.arts-humanities.net�
http://www.ashgate.com/digitalresearch�
http://www.ashgate.com/digitalresearch�


Centre for Computing in the Humanities (CCH)

• A Humanities department from 2002: research + teaching
– Undergraduate courses - open to all Humanities students
– MA programmes: Digital Humanities; Digital Culture & 

Technology; Digital Asset Management (from Sep 2010)
– MA modules available to all Humanities (& Social Sciences)
– PhD in Digital Humanities since 2005
– Name change Nov 2010: Department of Digital Humanities 

(DDH)

• Research: 30+ projects (£17M since 2000)
– collaborative research
– methods
– multi-discipline, multi-technology
– ‘what happens at the intersection?’



CCH Masters programmes

• MA structure
• Core course (40 credits) + electives (80) + dissertation (60)
• 1 year: two taught semesters plus dissertation

• MA in Digital Humanities
• Electives mainly from CCH pool, but possible to go outside

• MA in Digital Culture and Technology
• Electives from four Schools: Humanities, Social Sciences, 

Law, Physical Sciences & Engineering

• MA in Digital Asset Management (from Sep 2010)
• Strong engagement with cultural heritage sector
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Digital Humanities : Research assessment

• New / different questions? 
• examples of use in research and/or teaching/learning
• scholarly publications

• New / different methods?
• analysis and assessment of method
• scholarly publications

• Collaborative frameworks
• new collaborations - within or between disciplines
• new venues and structures for collaboration

• ‘Impact’
• higher education and research communities
• secondary education - society in general



Digital Infrastructures

• UK: The Arts & Humanities Data Service 1996-2008
• Standards for data creation, curation, preservation
• Guides to Good Practice
• Value, sustainability, long-term preservation

• European & International Projects & Networks
• CLARIN
• DARIAH
• TextGrid
• Europeana; Michael (Multilingual Inventory of Cultural 

Heritage in Europe)
• UK & Ireland: Network of Expert Centres
• CenterNet
• CHAIN



Challenges

• Standards
• Resource creation
• Metadata
• Access

• Sustainability
• Content
• Data & system behaviours
• DuraSpace (DSpace & Fedora)
• Roles for publishers

• Long-term issues
• Preservation (data & behaviours)
• Recognition & peer review
• New generations of digital scholars



Contact Details

Harold Short
Centre for Computing in the Humanities

King’s College London

harold.short@kcl.ac.uk

www.cch.kcl.ac.uk

mailto:harold.short@kcl.ac.uk�
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