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PROBLEMS IN HISTORICAL RESEARCH

 History as science is based on a critical investigation of 

sources.

 The validity of conclusions is strengthened by 

increased representativeness of the data.
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PROBLEMS IN HISTORICAL RESEARCH

 Available data too extended and/or too scattered for 

comprehensive study and analysis.

 If indices on data are available, the researcher is dependent on 

the author of these indices.

 They are almost always incomplete and, over larger periods of 

times, inconsistent. 



August 30, 2011

Research

KB Krantendatabase

 Databank Digitale Dagbladen
 Journals in the collection of the Royal Library (KB) in The 

Hague (Krantenmagazijn Koninklijke Bibliotheek)

 The project Databank Digitale Dagbladen digitalizes on a 
large scale Dutch national.regional, local and colonial 
newspapers and make these online and free available.  

 Online available
 Since 28 May 2010 first results on the webservice 

Historische kranten
 http://kranten.kb.nl
 
 Eight million newspaper pages 1618-1945.
 Will be augmented in stages, up until 1995.

 

http://kranten.kb.nl
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 Problem:

 Context and background of Dutch drug politics in time

 Aim

 Understanding and evaluation of public sentiments around 

drugs, drug use and addiction in the Netherlands, 1900-1945

 Research questions

 Dynamics of public opinion, related to pillarization

 Sentiments and attitudes around addiction, patients, doctors 

and treatment

 Sentiments and attitudes around illegal and legal trade, public 

policies
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Edgar Allan Poe’s detective

‘Experience has shown, 
and a true philosophy 
will always show, that a 
vast, perhaps the larger 
portion of truth arises 
from the seemingly 
irrelevant.’

(The Mysterie of Marie 
Roget, 1842)
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 Poe’s detective finds the 
truth by using data in 
those newspaper articles 
that do not concern the 
murder.

 In a similar way we will 
find sentiments in those 
newspaper articles that 
are at first sight 
irrelevant.
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What does the user of  WAHSP want?

‐

 

Auxiliary tool for observing and analyzing trends and 

 patterns

‐

 

Interactive tool with the possibility to adapt the original 

 lexicon

‐ Possibility of production and analysis of subsets of data

‐ Identification of individual key documents
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WE NEED:

 A semi-automatic and interactive open-source 

application that extracts relevant data from a mass of 

seeming irrelevance.

 An application that does not replace, but supports the 

intuition and insights of the researcher.

 An application that is user-friendly. 
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